From boatanchors@sco.theporch.com Tue Apr 8 07:48:15 1997 
From: Paul & Sandra Bock <bocks@erols.com> 

Subject: "Spy" radios and the like 

Message-ID: <3349BD25.3A97@erols.com> 


There is an unfortunate tendency to add the word "spy" as an 

adjective in front of any piece of equipment used by, procured by, or 
even suspected of having had any association with certain three-letter 
government agencies. The only down side to this practice is that it 
drives the price of a rather ordinary piece of hardware to 
sometimes-ridiculous levels. 


The CIA procures gobs of items of electronic equipment for use by 
its own employees or for use by "friendly" overseas political groups. 
Periodically the government chucks some types of this electronic foofaraw 
(usually upgrading to more sophisticated foofaraw) and sometimes it ends 
up as surplus. Is/was it really a piece of "spy gear," actually used by 
clandestine agents in dicey foreign adventures a la James Bond? Only the 
agencies know for sure, and they ain't talking. 


Which brings me to an interesting but little known (or largely 
ignored) fact: a lot of very ordinary consumer electronics gear has 
been, is, and will continue to be used by government agencies in various 
world-wide scenarios. Why? Because it is cheap, it does the job 
adequately, and it is 100% disposable. Example: About ten years ago I 
worked for a company which manufactured a very sophisticated VHF/UHF 
surveillance receiver in a Samsonite briefcase. It was a great radio but 
it cost $16,500 a copy, and although we tried very hard to sell this 
radio to several agencies we had only modest success. One individual 
with a certain government agency explained it best when he said, in so 
many words: "Look, it's a great radio, but it costs too damn much. When 
we go into a foreign country our guys may be in a situation where they 
have to bail the hell out of a hotel room on short notice to avoid 
getting caught. When they do that, they may have to leave the radio gear 
behind, and our budget doesn't support leaving sixteen grand worth of 
radio in the hotel room. But we won't hesitate to bail out and leave a 
thousand buck's worth of radio behind." 


Their radio of choice? A $1000, ham-market, Icom VHF/UHF receiver 
which did all they needed. Anybody out there collecting Icom "spy 
radios" these days? ;-) 


Bottom line: Caveat emptor - and remember, the more someone claims 
to know about how/when/where the agencies operate and what they really 
use, the greater the liklihood that the speaker is full of - well, you 
know. Those who *xreallyx know ain't talking nor will they, since the 
sworn obligation to never divulge known classified information is a 
*xlifetimex obligation and is independent of whether or not the individual 


still holds a clearance. 


73, 


Paul, K4MSG 


From boatanchors@sco.theporch.com Tue Apr 8 07:48:15 1997 
From: "Lawrence R. Ware" <lrware@pipeline.com> 

Subject: Re: "Spy" radios and the like 

Message-ID: <3.0.16.19970407221624 .356716c6@pop. pipeline. com> 


At 01:39 04/08/1997 GMT, Paul, K4MSG discussed: 
>There is an unfortunate tendency to add the word "spy" as an 
<snip> 


>The CIA procures gobs of items of electronic equipment 
<snip> 


>Their radio of choice? A $1000, ham-market, Icom VHF/UHF receiver 
<snip> 


>Those who xreally* know ain't talking nor will they, 
<snip> 


Sanest comments on this thread yet... :-) 


-Larry Ware 
lrware@pipeline.com 
Orlando, Florida 


From boatanchors@sco.theporch.com Tue Apr 8 14:48:26 1997 
From: Ho4bart@aol.com 

Subject: Re: "Spy" radios and the like 

Message-ID: <970408153518_989651476@emout01.mail.aol.com> 


<< From: bocks@erols.com (Paul & Sandra Bock): 

There is an unfortunate tendency to add the word "spy" 

as an adjective in front of any piece of equipment used 
by, procured by, or even suspected of having had any 
association with certain three-letter government agencies. 
....The only down side to this practice is that it drives 
the price of a rather ordinary piece of hardware to some 


times-ridiculous levels. 


( H.Miller: That's the idea, isn't it? For example, the RS-6, 
a B-47 SAC aircrew survival radio. See 'Air Classics’ 
magazine, "Operation Armageddon" ca. 1983, available in 

copy from the magazine. It MAY have somewhere, some 

how been used in some "spy" capacity, or maybe it was 

just considered for same. By this time, early 1950s, 

regular communication of data by secret agents via HF radio 
was surely suicidal. 

Here are some other sales protocols i have observed in 
militaria collector sales: every German radio was either 
used in an SS Panzer, or if entertainment radio, was owned 

by an SS Panzer crewman. Throat-mic / headset combinations, 
even the single headset Flak crew type, were used in Pan$$ers 
too. BIG radios, of course, came out of U-Boat$. ) 


<< When we go into a foreign country our guys may be 

in a situation where they have to bail the hell out of a 
hotel room on short notice to avoid getting caught. When 
they do that, they may have to leave the radio gear behind, 
and our budget doesn't support leaving sixteen grand worth 
of radio in the hotel room. >> 


( H.M.: this really surprises me. with the government's access 
to the Money Tree and its skill at waste, i am surprised such a 
vital agency would sweat mere thousands. ) 


( BTW, i was told Motorola built the RS-6. Probably in AZ ? 
Anyone really know? Also, the RS-6 and 6A manuals i have 
seen are both very professionally produced, not typewriter ! ) 


From boatanchors@sco.theporch.com Tue Apr 8 07:48:15 1997 
From: Larry Keith <KQ4BY@IX.NETCOM.COM> 

Subject: Re: 180L-3 Mil Version ? 

Message-ID: <33498AA6.773F@IX.NETCOM. COM> 


avi bendov wrote: 
> 
> Anyone know if there was a Military version of the Collins 180L-3 ? 


Hmmm. I didn't know there were any civilian versions! 8+) 


I don't claim a lot of knowledge.. I have liberated some vacuum 
variables from some of the more "dinged" ones that show up around here. 
But, from what I know, it was used for automatic tuning of fixed length 
(between 45 and 100 ft) antennas in aircraft. Mil ratings say use it 


with xmtrs in the 50 to 180 watt class from 2 to 22 megacycles.. 
Requires 27.5 volts DC @ 3.5 amps and 115 vac, 400 cps, @ 20 VA. 


for those who keep track of such things, Air Force TO 12R2-4-8-2 is the 
service instructions, TO 12R2-4-8-3 is the overhaul instructions, and 
12R2-4-8-4 is the IPB. And, I think those are still current.. 


73, 
Larry, KQ4BY 


From boatanchors@sco.theporch.com Tue Apr 8 14:48:26 1997 
From: Glenn Finerman <GFINER@nms.com> 

Subject: Re: 32S-1 vs 32S-3 on CW ??? 

Message-ID: <s34a31ea.078@nms.com> 


While I'm waiting for an index of S-line articles from Dave, has anyone 
performed the conversions as mentioned below? 

Someone wrote me about using the "carrier oscillator" instead of the 
original tone oscillator arrangement, but I lost that E-mail and I'm not 
sure of the details.?? 


Steve KD2ED wrote; 

re>A 1978 or 79 Ham Radio Magizine article described the modification of 
>the 32s1 to the 32s3 style of CW generation. It was a a lot of work and 
>the one example I have seen didn't work too well. 


Dave W3BJZ wrote; 

re>Collins and others (QST articles) published technical modifications for 
>the keying circuit of the 32S-1. The modification of the 32S-1 to a 32S-3 
>is a very simple modification. What Collins did was what other 
>manufacturers did and that was to unbalanced the modulator, 

>kind of switched it on. 


TB sa siccn te Sagan ta ees B eSiel del Glenn N2BJIG gfiner@nms.com 


WANTED = 6 meter transverter, Collins 75S-1, Drake TC-6 
Older CB's = Tram Titan II, Pierce Simpson Simba SSB, 
Browning Golden Eagle MKII. 


From boatanchors@sco.theporch.com Tue Apr 8 14:48:26 1997 
From: "Warren, Mike" <mwarren@fs.com> 
Subject: 75a4 for sale in WI 


Message-ID: <c=US%a=_%p=FSFT%1=EMAIL - 9704081752202 -510@email.fs.com> 


(following is reposted from rec.radio.amateur.boatanchors - please 
contact the seller, not me.) 


Thanks to many of you I can now give you a good description of the unit 


my 
father-in-law had for many years (he purchased it 9/9/77). 


Collins 75A-4 

serial #294 

4x1 reduction 

standard filter (only one in unit) 

manual (1 June 1964 printed at bottom of front cover) 

no dents 

very very minor paint scuff on right top flange, 99% of original finish 
no broken or missing parts 

horizontal scale is yellowed but still readable 

dusty inside and I will not clean it as I don't want to break something 
in service until a month ago when he died at 89 


If you would like to make an offer please E-mail me. The highest offer 
by 

next Sunday 4/13 at 6pm CDT gets it. 

Shipping and insurance costs are in addition. Unit is in WI. 


Bob rstewart@execpc.com 


From boatanchors@sco.theporch.com Tue Apr 8 14:48:26 1997 
From: Michael Crestohl <mc@shore.net> 

Subject: Re: A.G.Tannenbaum query... 

Message-ID: <199704081833 .0AA13971@northshore.shore.net> 


Gang: 


Recently someone on the List inquired about K2BN and A.G.Tannenbaum....... 
They indicated they had called, received no answer and wondered if they 
were okay. 


Well, I called their number and left a message, Within an hour I received 
a callback from Mike K2BN himself. He says both he and Alice are fine and 
everything is okay. They also check their e-mail and read Boatanchors-List 
regularly. E-mail is k2bn@agtannenbaum.com. They offer good-quality 
manual reprints, BA radio parts and other "interesting" items. 


I have no commercial connections with Mike and Alice. They're friends. 
Anything I bought from them was very satisfactory. 


73% 


Michael, WARC 
mc@shore.net 


From boatanchors@sco.theporch.com Tue Apr 8 07:48:15 1997 
From: jackiv@juno.com (JOHN M IVERSON) 

Subject: Re: AC Line bypass Caps??" 

Message-ID: <19970407.213655.6774.2.jackiv@juno.com> 


On Tue, 8 Apr 1997 02:01:12 GMT "Roberta J. Barmore" <rbarmore@indy.net> 
writes: 

> 

>Hi! 

> 

> Okay, here's the skinny on US NEC colors for permanent wiring (the 
>stuf£ in conduit and/or the walls, floors & attics) as it is usually 
>done: 

> 

> Three-phase 208 and 240, the hots are black, red and blue. (Not 
>light 

>blue, which Tom Bowes has found bein' used in NEC as ground in some 
>flexy 

>cables, just plain medium-dark blue). If you're pullin' 120V circuits 
>offt 

>208, you use the color associated with the phase you're using as hot, 
>giving black & white, red & white, and blue & white. (This is not as 
>Lany 

>country with a RD, WH, BLU flag] patriotic-colors as it 
>sounds--they're 

>common paint & dye shades and hard to confuse with each other in fair 
>light). 

> 

> In center-tapped single-phase 240 (what's in your house in N. 
>America), 

>the two hot sides are usually black and red--so your dryer and range 
>outlets have black, red, white (sometimes) and green wires connected. 
> 

>  Tapped-delta 240 looks just like normal home juice on the tapped 
>side 

>(tap is neutral) but has a "wild leg" or "high leg." High leg is close 


>to 

>277V to neutralx, and is xoftenx blue, leaving red with the same 
>meaning 

>it has in single-phase CT 240. Generally there's a warning scribbled 
>on 

>the box, too--if you find a three-breaker main & every third 
>distribution-breaker space empty except for the triple breakers, take 
>heed! Even folks who know what they're doing get tripped up by 
>tapped-delta stuff, and it is to be avoided if possible. 

> 

> Three-phase 480 is often done with brown, yellow and orange. Don't 
> 

>play with it--it'll bite hard. 

> 

> All of the "hot" colors are frequently implemented with bits of 
>colored 

>tape around black wire close to the connections. In homes, the two 
>sides 

>of the 240 are often xnotx differentiated on 120V circuits, so take 
>care in messing with home wiring; this is why residential electricians 
> 

>aren't cheap, at least the ones who survive. 

> 

> Flexible cords with a plug on the end are another story, xbut* the 
>blue, brown, green w/yellow stripe kind xarex NEC-compliant, either 
>directly or by legislation. Whole point to ‘em is that the colors are 
>acceptable everywhere, except possibly Outer Dyslexia (the 
>far-righthand 

>corner of my basement, I think), where the iron pipe is neutral, the 
>square brass rod is hot, the copper tubing is ground, shorty Coke 
>bottles 

>are insulators and old pencil-leads are used for fuses; this latter 
>code 

>is *not*x one you'll be wanting to follow. ;) (The Outer Dyslexians 
>point out that it is almost safe so long as there's an intact boot on 
>the 

>crocodile clip and you wear rubber-soled shoes). 

> 

> 73, 

> - -Bobbi 

>* Don't quote me on "wild leg" voltage in tapped-delta 240. It's too 
>darn much for 120V stuff, anyhow. 

>remember bobbi no matter where you are GREEN IS GROUND not any thing 
else. 

73 to all Jack jackiv@juno,com 


From boatanchors@sco.theporch.com Tue Apr 8 14:48:26 1997 
From: Avery Comarow <AComarow@usnews.com> 

Subject: Attention, collectors of scientific instruments! 
Message-ID: <2.2.16.19970408140428 .197£644c@pop3.usnews.com> 


Those who, unlike myself, have a good memory may recall that I posted three 
items a couple of weeks ago in hopes that somebody could ID them. They were 
two key-like gizmos and a thing that looked like a cross between a sounder 
and a relay. Neal McEwen, a noted key collector, has now done so after 
looking at a few slides I sent him. His verdict: 


<<These three items are not telegraph pieces. The "keys" are physics or 
engineering laboratory "strap keys". They are used to temporarily complete a 
circuit while adjusting a galvonometer. The third device looks like an 
interrupter of some sort, also used in the lab.>> 


My thanks to Neal, who was remarkably patient with me during repeated 
back-and-forthings. 


Now: I'd like these li'l critters to find a home with somebody who 
appreciates such things, which is not me. All three are quite small, on 
identical 4.5" x 3.25" mahogany bases. The only marking is "VOLTAMP" 
embossed into the underside of all three. Here's other relevant information. 


ITEM #1: It does look like a key. A metal bar, formed into the usual Z, is 
screwed down at the far end. The knob is tiny (5/8"). There's a small 
bracket near the knob end of the bar to limit upward travel. The base 
contact beneath the knob is the head of an unslotted bolt. There are three 
small binding posts, all hard-wired through recessed slots, to the key arm, 
the contact, and the limit bracket. All metal parts are chromed. This baby 
is nearly immaculate. The wood is beautiful, and there's no roughness, 
pitting, or corrosion of the metal parts. 


ITEM #2: Just like #1, except that it has two binding posts, not three 
(there's no connection to the limit bracket). and while the wood is in 
similarly wonderful condition, the chrome parts are a bit rough (no rust or 
corrosion, though). 


ITEM #3: It came hooked up to #2 with very old light-gauge wiring (rubber 
over cotton, I think). It has a solonoid-wound coil with an iron core, 
mounted horizontally. In front of the core is a metal strip (like a sounder 
armature but a light strip rather than a bar). A stop screw adjusts the 
distance between the core and the metal strip. Two wires exit directly from 
the top of the wood base; they went to the key. Two binding posts are 
hard-wired underneath, one going to the metal strip and the other to one end 
of the coil. Other than the ratty wires leading to the key, which are 
shedding their outer insulation, this item is in excellent condition, close 
to #1. 


I'd much prefer to sell all three as a package. 
What am I offered? 


Avery W40GK 


From boatanchors@sco.theporch.com Tue Apr 8 07:48:15 1997 

From: Don Reaves <dr@cei.net> 

Subject: Bighorn Safari 

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.3.91.970407230951.16146B-100000@kc5jh.reaves.net> 


My wife and I headed off Friday morning for Genoa CO to pick up my 
purchases from the Bighorn Museum. Rain, followed by wind, became our 
constant companions for our 900 mile trip out west. I've been assaulted 
by wind before, but this western Kansas, eastern Colorado spring storm was 
awesome. Hundreds of tumbleweeds attacked us as we pushed hard against a 
35 MPH with 45MPH gusts headwind/crosswind to reach the Bighorn Museum. 
Don was waiting, eager to have less stuff to ship to Missouri. His 
building is in pretty sad shape and the wind, which Don says has been 
blowing non-stop for the last year, was fierce. Ever tried to load a 
bunch of boatanchors in a hurricane? We chose the southern route to 
return, and did manage to survive a blowing snowstorm around Colorado 
Springs without incident. The extra ballast helped. 


Don still has a lot of good gear left that he doesn't want to ship to 
Missouri. His email connection is unreliable, so I suggest you phone him 
for deals. His inventory is changing, too. He sold an S-line last week, 
he was holding a pair of Globe Kings (a 500C and a 400) for pickup by a 
lucky buyer next week. I saw Hallicrafters (including Barry Goldwater's 
HT-32 and SX-101), National, Hammarlund, Gonset, RME, Swan, Johnson, WRL, 
Heathkit, Sonar, Eico, Allied, KnightKit. He had various boxes of stuff 
already packed up waiting on UPS pickup. He has stuff that's not on his 
paper lists. And he's a delight to make deals with. Get it before his 
building blows down! 


I found room for some new trading material: an SX-28A, RME-99, and an 
NC-183 used at NBS. Was sorely tempted by a really nice Johnson Viking 1, 
and now regret not making room for it. I think the dozen trips out into 
the howling wind carrying a heavy BA addled my brain. 


Oh, my new Collins stuff: 310B-3, 32V2, and a TCS military set. More 
about these later. 


Don WA5BBS 


From boatanchors@sco.theporch.com Tue Apr 8 07:48:15 1997 

From: Thomas Bowes <bowes@klondyke.net> 

Subject: Re: Blue Cord Conductor and NEC, Was: "Re: AC Line bypass Caps??" 
Message-ID: <33497EF3.3BBE@klondyke.net> 


Henry van Cleef wrote: 


As John Hurst discourses 

> 

> Henry van Cleef wrote: 

>> 

> 

Arggh!!! I got this backward again (this is not the first time on this 
list). I've known the difference for fifty years, but seem to have a 
peculiar dyslexia that makes me get it backward. 


In electronic work, red and blue are "hot," (blue is "plate load to 
plate"), and black is the return. In power work, white is the return, 
and red and black are the hot. I've forgotten the third 

color for 3-phase "hot." 


There is a European scheme which uses blue, brown, and a striped wire, 
which I have to dope out with an ohmmeter every time I run across 
one. 


VV VVV VV VV VV VV VV VV MV 


Hank and Y'all, 


Just for the record, the National Electrical Code mentions the use of 
the blue colored conductor as the grounded conductor in a flexible cable 
under Article 400-22(c). 


This section pertains to Grounded Conductor Identification and reads; 
Thgag: 9.69 doe for jacketed cords furnished with appliances, one conductor 
having its insulation colored light blue, with the other conductors 
having their insulation of a readily distinguishable color other than 
white or natural gray." 


Since the code does not address the issue of us ham radio cheapskates 
buying up surplus cords with blue and brown conductors for a buck at the 
local hamfest, we can probably presume that the use of such a cord for 
radio purposes is against the intent of the code. Heck, what's the 


durned gummint know ‘bout £ixin' radjios anywho? 


"Tom" 


Thomas Bowes 

KK8M 

35332 Churchill 

Richmond, Michigan 48062-1179 


From boatanchors@sco.theporch.com Tue Apr 8 07:48:15 1997 

From: "Roberta J. Barmore" <rbarmore@indy.net> 

Subject: Re: Blue Cord Conductor and NEC, Was: "Re: AC Line bypass Caps??" 
Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.91.970407202256 .22600A-100000@indy2> 


Hi! 


Okay, here's the skinny on US NEC colors for permanent wiring (the 
stuff in conduit and/or the walls, floors & attics) as it is usually done: 


Three-phase 208 and 240, the hots are black, red and blue. (Not light 
blue, which Tom Bowes has found bein' used in NEC as ground in some flexy 
cables, just plain medium-dark blue). If you're pullin' 120V circuits off 
208, you use the color associated with the phase you're using as hot, 
giving black & white, red & white, and blue & white. (This is not as [any 
country with a RD, WH, BLU flag] patriotic-colors as it sounds--they're 
common paint & dye shades and hard to confuse with each other in fair 
light). 


In center-tapped single-phase 240 (what's in your house in N. America), 
the two hot sides are usually black and red--so your dryer and range 
outlets have black, red, white (sometimes) and green wires connected. 


Tapped-delta 240 looks just like normal home juice on the tapped side 
(tap is neutral) but has a "wild leg" or "high leg." High leg is close to 
277V to neutralx, and is xoftenx blue, leaving red with the same meaning 
it has in single-phase CT 240. Generally there's a warning scribbled on 
the box, too--if you find a three-breaker main & every third 
distribution-breaker space empty except for the triple breakers, take 
heed! Even folks who know what they're doing get tripped up by 
tapped-delta stuff, and it is to be avoided if possible. 


Three-phase 480 is often done with brown, yellow and orange. Don't 
play with it--it'll bite hard. 


All of the "hot" colors are frequently implemented with bits of colored 
tape around black wire close to the connections. In homes, the two sides 
of the 240 are often xnotx differentiated on 120V circuits, so take 
care in messing with home wiring; this is why residential electricians 
aren't cheap, at least the ones who survive. 


Flexible cords with a plug on the end are another story, xbut*x the 
blue, brown, green w/yellow stripe kind xarex NEC-compliant, either 
directly or by legislation. Whole point to ‘em is that the colors are 
acceptable everywhere, except possibly Outer Dyslexia (the far-righthand 
corner of my basement, I think), where the iron pipe is neutral, the 
square brass rod is hot, the copper tubing is ground, shorty Coke bottles 
are insulators and old pencil-leads are used for fuses; this latter code 
is xnot*x one you'll be wanting to follow. ;) (The Outer Dyslexians 
point out that it is almost safe so long as there's an intact boot on the 
crocodile clip and you wear rubber-soled shoes). 


* Don't quote me on "wild leg" voltage in tapped-delta 240. It's too 
darn much for 120V stuff, anyhow. 


From boatanchors@sco.theporch.com Tue Apr 8 07:48:15 1997 
From: dlrii@scasd.k12.pa.us (Douglas Ripka) 

Subject: Books and radio FS 

Message-ID: <199704080003 .UAA27365@scasd.k12.pa.us> 


Hi Gang, 


I have the following books for sale, all prices are 
as stated or best offer plus shipping: 


Communication System Engineering Handbook, Hamsher 1967, 
small corner torn from inside leaf, otherwise OK $5 


Electrical and Radio Dictionary, ATS, 1944 w/ dj $4 


Understanding Schematic Diagrams, 1970 $1 
(has schematic for Knight Star Roamer) 


Allied Radio Data handbook, blue/orange cover worn, missing title page, 
otheriwse OK $1 


Electronic Communication, Shrader, 1967, lots of 
tube theory, “includes information for Extra and Advanced classes" 


$6 


Progress in Radio Science, 1960-63, v. VI, Radio Waves and Circuits 
(very theoretical), ex lib. $3 


Basic Radio Course,John Frye, Gernsback Publication #44 $5 


Communications Electronics Circuits, DeFrance, 1966 $5 
(some tube and some transistor) 


Network Analysis, Van Valkenberg, classic 1955 $3 


I also have a Bendix MR-2A aircraft ground receiver, single 
channel, for $15. E-mail me for details. 


73, 


Doug Ripka (dlr11@scasd.k12.pa.us) 
KA3TTQ 


State College Area High School, Center for Applied Academics and Technologies 


From boatanchors@sco.theporch.com Tue Apr 8 07:48:15 1997 
From: "Roberta J. Barmore" <rbarmore@indy.net> 

Subject: Can't stay shet up, can she? 160m 

Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.91.970407175004 .13749B-100000@indy2> 


Hiya! 


H'mm, beseems me the '39 Jones/E&E HB has a nice VFO in it, smallish 
screen-grid tube or triode on 160 pushin' a 6L6 on 160 or 80 for about 
10W. Has a VR tube and maybe an untuned isolating stage between osc & 
6L6, not very complex. Add a nice cathode modulator, using Beam Tube Of 
Choice--6V6, 6Y6, et al--a not-many-Hy choke & a handful of parts, and 
there you'd have it. (Best cathode mod ckts will be found in '5@s CQ; 
Frank Jones did a couple of FB articles. Decent info prewar, in QST and 
Radio, but the postwar version's simplest. '‘'Sbasically a small Heising 
modulator, just happens to live between cathode and ground). 


Getting stability on 160 is a xlotx easier than any other ham band 
(unless you count 1750m and frankly I've divided a 160m VFO to hit 
xthat!*), all you have to do is build solid, use fairly high C and a 
reasonably stable power supply, the last not being quite so big a deal 
for ‘phone. 


Anyone with a decent collection of 1930s-'41 "Radio" or Jones/E&E HBs 


should be able to dig up construction info for several small 160m 'phone 
transmitters; let us not forget that in the '30s, 160 was about like 2m 
today: a good band for local chat which nearly all classes of license 
could use. (With a few DXers DXing in the inbetween). It was a popular 
band for small HB ‘phone setups, as the market was there but nobody but 
maybe Gross could figure a way to build small commercial rigs profitably. 

The original xtal oscs can be replaced by ecos without too much 
head-scratching. 


...Big thing is having enough real-estate for a 160m antenna.... 


73, 
- -Bobbi 


From boatanchors@sco.theporch.com Tue Apr 8 07:48:15 1997 
From: Engbert Oord <engbert.oord@jet.uk> 

Subject: CV7002 

Message-ID: <3.0.1.32.19970408120919.006cd4£4@mailhost> 


Goodday BAers 


Last sunday I bought a small packet of what according to the print were 
electronic valves. As the price was only 50 pence I did not bother to open 
it. Now I have. What is inside are little things mounted on a small 
heatsink with three wires sticking out. The body of the "Electronic Valve" 
is that of an early small power transistor. One of the legs even has a dot 
next to it ! They were packed as matched pairs. So evidently it is not a 
extremely small "Electronic Valve" despite the printing on the packaging. 
It's CV number is : CV7002. Anybody out there able to shed some light on 
this ? 


Engbert Oord , G7THB 
JET Joint European Torus, Culham ,UK 
Email : eo@jet.uk or engbert.oord@jet.uk 


From boatanchors@sco.theporch.com Tue Apr 8 14:48:26 1997 
From: "ro" <otterstad@mec.dk> 

Subject: FS Receiver 

Message-ID: <199704081344.PAA0Q5374@inet.uni-c.dk> 


Ragnar Otterstad 
email : otterstad@mec.dk 


As a part of an estate I have now a communication receiver I never saw 
before: 


Radiovision " Commander" 
It has dial both for hambands-bandspread as well as general coverage. 


Perhaps it was made in UK ? 
Anybody interested ? 


73 Rag  OZ8RO 


From boatanchors@sco.theporch.com Tue Apr 8 14:48:26 1997 
From: Brian.Harris@sv.sc.philips.com (Brian Harris) 
Subject: FS: ARC-5 Handbook 

Message-ID: <34a81ad0@scs.philips.com> 


In an attempt to DE-MILITARIZE my shack AND raise money for an amplifier, I 
have the following handbook for sale (postage paid): 


Handbook of Operating Instructions for Model AN/ARC-5 Aircraft Radio 
Equipment 


NAVAER 08-50-95 Approved 21 February 1944 Besides everything you ever 
wanted to know about ARC-5 use and connections, this 68+ page book also 
contains three addendums. It is in EXCELLENT condition (money back guarantee 
if not satisified). This book should belong to a serious military collector, 
not someone that just needs the information for his/her hacked up ARC-5's. 


I will accept the best offer (over $25) received by 5:00 pm CDST, Friday, 
April 11. 


73, Brian Harris WA5UEK 


From boatanchors@sco.theporch.com Tue Apr 8 14:48:26 1997 
From: Chris <c_sieg@conknet.com> 

Subject: FS: Twin-ax, 11 pin, and 2 pin mic 

Message-ID: <Chameleon.860516022.c_sieg@conknet.com> 


Hi Folks, 
I have the following connectors available, all new stock: 


Twin-ax (R390A Ant connector) $3.75 


11 pin 'Octal' Male for Heath PS or Collins PS $2.50 sorry no boot for this one 
11 pin 'Octal' Female with screw on boot, for Heath, Collins $10 
2 pin Amphenol mic connector, male, for Heath, Johnson ect $8. 

All plus shipping, $2 for first connector then $.50 for each additional in CONUS. 


Thanks, 
-Chris WA3LDI 


e-mail c_sieg@conknet.com 


Name: Chris 

E-mail: Chris <c_sieg@conknet.com> 

URL http: //www.conknet.com/piexx 

From boatanchors@sco.theporch.com Tue Apr 8 07:48:15 1997 

From: "Robert M. Bratcher Jr." <bratcher@worldnet.att.net> 

Subject: Re: ham test 

Message-ID: <3.0.32.19970407212959 .0076£4fc@postoffice.worldnet.att.net> 


At 11:02 PM 4/7/97 +0000, you wrote: 

>>> Cant u just start out as a general class ham anymore? Was told by ve 
>>> that I had to take the novice tests first, both code and written and 
>>> as I have much difficulty with short term memory this makes it tough. 
>> 

>>Nope, cant just take element 3B and 13 wpm test and qualify for 

>>a General. You got to take them all from the bottom. Depending on 
>>your VEC, your can take the 13 WPM, and if you pass it, you dont 

>>have to take the 5WPM. 

> 

>One saving grace, however, is you =can= take all the necessary elements at 
>one sitting. If your backside can take the strain, you can go in and take 
>elements 1B, 2A, 2B and 3A in one sitting and walk out with a CSCE for your 
>General license! 

> 

>What really makes you feel old is when you watch the fourteen-year-olds do 
>that and walk out with their very first license--an Extra! :) 

> 

>73, Dick 

> 

Ses 

>Dick Flanagan W60LD CFII Minden, Nevada 

>Visit http://wadg.greatbasin.net/siera/ 


Lets see, I got my general (in one sitting) at the FCC Houston TX office on 
Rusk in 1975. Next year got my advanced then the year after my extra all at 
the same place. 

My girlfriend Kim (with cerebal palsy in an electric wheelchair) passed her 
extra (all exams) in one sitting at the Houston convention last year. She 
was so happy! 

Now I have someone to share my radio's (and Boatanchors) with. 

Good thing I don't use the radio as much as I did in my teens. She's on it 
almost all day & part of the night. I don't mind one bit... 

Let Kim have her fun! 


Robert M. Bratcher Jr. 

E-mail to: 

bratcher@worldnet.att.net 

Record collector, 8mm, super 8, 16 and 35mm Film collector. 

I like old radio's too. 

Collins, Hallicrafters, National & Hammurland are my Favorites! 


From boatanchors@sco.theporch.com Tue Apr 8 07:48:15 1997 
From: jmccarty@lucent.com (John J Mccarty) 

Subject: Help I.D. a choke please. 

Message-ID: <199704080246.VAA26578@nwsgpa.ih.lucent.com> 


Greetings; 


While scrounging through my junk box, looking for parts 
for an ART-13 power supply project, I found a hugh choke that I was hoping 
some one on the list could id. The choke is a Thordarson, and the tag says 
Type T19C44. Could this pup handle 1KV at 250 mils for the ART-13?? Looks 
big ‘enuf. Any help appreciated. 


Tnx + 73 


John McCarty 
n9hrt 
jmccarty@lucent.com 


From boatanchors@sco.theporch.com Tue Apr 8 07:48:15 1997 
From: w7fg <w7fg@w7fg.com> 

Subject: IWCE Convention in Las Vegas 

Message-ID: <199704080327 .WAAQ8932@cc_ux_00.cimcase.com> 


If any Boatanchor members are going to be at the IWCE convention 


in Las Vegas from April 21st - 24th, drop me 


Gary 


| W7FG Vintage Manuals 

| 3300 Wayside Drive 

| Bartlesville, Oklahoma 74006 
| 

| Telephone: 918-333-3754 

| Orders Only: 800-807-6146 


a note - Please. 


| 
| HomePage: http://www. 
| E-Mail w7fg@w7fg.com 


From boatanchors@sco.theporch.com Tue Apr 


From: pmills@A.crl.com (Phil Mills) 
Subject: KWS-1 for sale 
Message-ID: <199704081241.AA08476@A. 


Sick KWS-1 is for sale..... I'm just 
has a 1st mixer problem in that the 
crystal oscillator frequency. Rest 
good output. 


w7fg.com | 


8 07:48:15 1997 


crl.com> 


tired of working on it! Transmitter 
output is _not_ the pto plus the 
of unit appears okay...finals have 


Transmitter front panel is good to very good except for 


an extra phone jack just above the microphone connector for an FSK 


connection. 


Power supply is in good condition but has some surface 


rust and needs a good exterior cleaning..... I've cleaned the interior, 


checked the blower, etc. I'll sell 


it for $750. Pick-up only or will 


deliver to Belton hamfest or will deliver within 2 days drive for 


actual expenses. 


thanks & 73, 

Phil 

KK 

Phil Mills, AB5TH **kk* WTB 
pmills@a.crl.com KK 
281-992-5762 DAYS KKK 


P.O. Box 1307 
Friendswood, TX 77549 


From boatanchors@sco.theporch.com Tue Apr 


12th ed. Radio Handbook x«*xxxx 
14th " " KKK 
16th " " - KKK 


(south of Houston) 


8 14:48:26 1997 


From: rhys@ix.netcom.com (Lawrence D. Wolken) 


Subject: Re: Mil Tech Manuals’ FS 
Message-ID: <199704081557 .KAA23919@dfw-ix2.ix.netcom.com> 


Hi Gang -- 


One of the senior members of our club is getting rid of some old mil 
manuals. All prices include postage. 


SCR-522-A/542-A Radio Set $15 
SCR-211-B Freq Meter $10 
SCR-274-N Xevr $15 


Hope someone can use these. They are originals in good shape. 


Larry Wolken N30JD 
(202) 291-9303 


From boatanchors@sco.theporch.com Tue Apr 8 07:48:15 1997 
From: Bill Meara <wmeara@erols.com> 

Subject: More on Timonium Hamfest 

Message-ID: <199704080954.FAAQ7638@smtp3.erols.com> 


>At 03:56 PM 4/7/97 GMT, Bill Breshears wrote: 

>>The hamfest turnout on Saturday was very good with a large 

>>attendance of both tailgaters and shoppers. Sunday was 

>>sparse, perhaps the threat of rain made a difference. 

>>Boatanchourites signing the BA log at my "BA Table" totaled 

>>33. There were about a dozen to swap tales at the 10AM get-together 

>>on Saturday, two on Sunday. 

> 

For me, Bill Breshears' BA table (under his impossible-to-miss umbrella) was 
the highlight of Timonium. It was sort of "BA home base" in the midst of a 
very large ‘fest. As always it was great to meet up with the BA gang. 
Special thanks to Paul Bernhardt for a FB free handout on surplus gear. 


Nostalgia got the better of me and caused me to buy a DX-40 with a VF-1. 
The DX-40 seems to be in pretty good shape, but the power transformer has 
been replaced. The rig may need work, but that's the fun part of buying 
hamfest rigs. As Larry Wolken put it, "I pay extra for that ‘doesn't work' 
feature!" 


I wasn't keeping close track, but I seemed to see a lot of BA's out there in 
the tailgate areas. Seemed like there were a lot of National receivers. 
Spotted a couple of HW-101's, one pretty beat up R-390A... 


In addition to the DX-40, I found an unbuilt DeVry Technical Institute 
tube-type power supply kit that will be helpful for glowbug-type projects. 
This kit will provide juice for a 6T9 tube that should be vibrating the 
ether at 3579 kc someday soon. 


Thanks again to Bill for the table (and for a very cool RDF set that he 
donated to my collection). 


73 de N2CQR 

Bill Meara 

Hallicrafters, Heaths and Hammarlunds 

QTH: Falls Church, Virginia, USA 

Formerly of Tegucigalpa, Bilbao and Santo Domingo 
wmeara@erols.com 

http: //www.mindspring.com/~johnmb/billm. htm 


From boatanchors@sco.theporch.com Tue Apr 8 07:48:15 1997 
From: arc5@ix.netcom.com 

Subject: MOVING, or YOUR TAX DOLLARS AT WORK 

Message-ID: <199747183741241@ix.netcom. com> 


For anyone who doesn't know yet, I'm pulling-up stakes 

and heading to Austin, Texas. The new contractor at 

the Nevada Test Site is,...well...if there were doctors 

for this, they'd say the Site's condition has sunk 

from "seriously silly" into "Critical Stupidity." 

Any more degradation and all our brains will 

spontainiously implode and we'll have to run for congress. 
Soooo, this little bottom-feeder tech supervisor is waving 
"Seee-Yaaa!" before the sharks lock-on their blame torpedos. 


I've got about half-a-dozen shipments to people in 
the mill and it's going to take some extra time, so 


please be patient. 


Can someone tell me when the big swapfest happens in 
Austin? I lived there 1992-1994 but don't remember. 


oh...and can someone tell me the correct-issue spurs and 
cowboy hat for a Texas ART-13? Original/unmodified only, please. 


73 DE Dave AB5S 


From boatanchors@sco.theporch.com Tue Apr 8 07:48:15 1997 
From: pmills@A.crl.com (Phil Mills) 

Subject: Re: MOVING, ox YOUR TAX DOLLARS AT WORK 
Message-ID: <199704081125.AA06999@A.cr1.com> 


>For anyone who doesn't know yet, I'm pulling-up stakes 
>and heading to Austin, Texas. 


Dave, 
Welcome to Texas! I believe the Austin Summerfest is 
in June. I have not seen any info on it yet but that is the 


usual time. 


good luck & 73, 


Phil 

aK 
Phil Mills, AB5TH *kk*k* = =WTB 12th edition Radio Handbook 
pmills@a.crl.com KKK 14th " 
281-992-5762 days kK 16th ‘i 


Near Houston, TX 


From boatanchors@sco.theporch.com Tue Apr 8 07:48:15 1997 
From: kmih@juno.com 

Subject: National HRO-500 owners 

Message-ID: <19970407 .172033.10039.1.km1ih@juno. com> 


It is a shame that this fine classic receiver is not permitted to be 
discussed here. 


Anyway, I wonder if a HRO-500 owners group exists? 
As a former Engineering Aide during the development, and later as the 


sole Svc Dept engr for 2 years on this receiver, I have a particular 
interest in it and the companion LF-10. 


Please reply direct so as not to aggravate the 100% tube only mind set. 


73....Carl KM1H 


KkKKKK 
kKkKKKK 
KkKKKK 


From boatanchors@sco.theporch.com Tue Apr 8 14:48:26 1997 
From: kazott@juno.com (ott kazott) 

Subject: Neat Military Freq. Counter 

Message-ID: <19970408.135621.12023.3.kazott@juno.com> 


Hi Guys! 


Wondering if anyone might have information and/or the service/operators 
manual/manuals for the following equipment: 


Transistor Specialities Frequency Counter 


Its military numbers on the front panel are: 
CP-929 
USM-245A 


Its military numbers on the rear panel are: 
AN/USM-245A 
Counter, Electronic, Digital Readout 


Tnx, Ott 


From boatanchors@sco.theporch.com Tue Apr 8 07:48:15 1997 
From: Neal McEwen <nmcewen@metronet.com> 

Subject: Need ref. from early General Radio catalog 
Message-ID: <3343CA0C.70AA@metronet.com> 


Guys and Gals, 

I am looking for someone with a General Radio catalog from the late 
teens or early 20s. I have obtained an unusual wireless key made by GR 
that I'd like to find a reference on. Can anyone help? 

73 de K5RW, Neal McEwen, at "The Telegraph Office", nmcewen@metronet.com 
A WWW Page for Telegraph Key Collectors and Historians 
http: //fohnix.metronet.com/~nmcewen/tel_off. html 


From boatanchors@sco.theporch.com Tue Apr 8 14:48:26 1997 
From: rhys@ix.netcom.com (Lawrence D. Wolken) 

Subject: R-390A Antenna Connector Help 

Message-ID: <199704081429. JAA10988@dfw-1ix16.1ix.netcom.com> 


Hi Gang -- 


Having finally gotten tired of the alligator clip constantly falling 
off the paper clip on the back of the ol ‘390A at the twinax antenna 


connector, I thought well I'll break down and actually get an adapter. 
That way I can plug my PL-259 terminated antenna into the EAC or unplug 
it and plug it into whatever I'm working on. Simple in concept, eh? 


So after trying roughly twenty parts dealers and forty surplus type 
folks at the Timonium Hamfest I thought I'd call Connector World in 
Seattle and well... as their name implies. So I spoke to Connie there 
(forgot to ask her if that's her real name or an assumed name at work) 
and said do you guys have either a UG-971U, UG-970/U, or a UG-636A/U -- 
all of which can be made to work as they go from twinax to either bnc 
or uhf. After a moment she tells me I'm in luck. They've got both the 
UG-970 and the UG-971 in stock. Wonderful I says. Prices however are 
not. The '970 is $49.50 and the '971 is $65.00. Arghhh. 


While I find my paperclip arrangement frustrating, I do not find it $65 
worth of frustrating. I thanked her for her time and resolved to go to 
the source -- the BA gang. 


As many R-390A's as are still in service, there must be a source for 
these adapters. Does anybody know of one???? I would be most grateful 
(as I'm sure others would be). Thanks for the help. 


73 
Larry Wolken N30JD 


From boatanchors@sco.theporch.com Tue Apr 8 14:48:26 1997 
From: Walter Dail <dail@CEBAF.GOV> 

Subject: Re: R-390A Antenna Connector Help 

Message-ID: <1.5.4.32.19970408145538.007373ac@jlab.org> 


Larry, 

Believe it or not, try Global Computer Supplies. They have those 
connectors.I have seen them in their catalog recently. They are also 
used for networking hookups. I think they are about ~5.00 ea. No more than 
$10.00. I do not have a phone number here but maybe someone else does! 
See if they have a web site. 


Later, 
Walter Dail - KT4JA 


At 02:31 PM 4/8/97 +0000, you wrote: 

>Hi Gang -- 

> 

>Having finally gotten tired of the alligator clip constantly falling 
>off the paper clip on the back of the ol ‘390A at the twinax antenna 


>connector, I thought well I'll break down and actually get an adapter. 
>That way I can plug my PL-259 terminated antenna into the EAC or unplug 
>it and plug it into whatever I'm working on. Simple in concept, eh? 

> 

>So after trying roughly twenty parts dealers and forty surplus type 
>folks at the Timonium Hamfest I thought I'd call Connector World in 
>Seattle and well... as their name implies. So I spoke to Connie there 
>(forgot to ask her if that's her real name or an assumed name at work) 
>and said do you guys have either a UG-971U, UG-970/U, or a UG-636A/U -- 
>all of which can be made to work as they go from twinax to either bnc 
>or uhf. After a moment she tells me I'm in luck. They've got both the 
>UG-970 and the UG-971 in stock. Wonderful I says. Prices however are 
>not. The '970 is $49.50 and the '971 is $65.00. Arghhh. 

> 

>While I find my paperclip arrangement frustrating, I do not find it $65 
>worth of frustrating. I thanked her for her time and resolved to go to 
>the source -- the BA gang. 

> 

>As many R-390A's as are still in service, there must be a source for 
>these adapters. Does anybody know of one???? I would be most grateful 
>(as I'm sure others would be). Thanks for the help. 

> 

>73 

>Larry Wolken N30JD 


From boatanchors@sco.theporch.com Tue Apr 8 14:48:26 1997 
From: John <johnmb@mindspring.com> 

Subject: Re: R-390A Antenna Connector Help 

Message-ID: <199704081504.LAA26316@brickbat9.mindspring.com> 


At 03:01 PM 4/8/97 GMT, you wrote: 
>Larry, 
> Believe it or not, try Global Computer Supplies. 


http: //www.800-8-global.com/ 


| John Brewer- WB50AU/4 
| AMI 424 Vintage Radio Website 
| http: //www.mindspring.com/~johnmb/ 


From boatanchors@sco.theporch.com Tue Apr 8 14:48:26 1997 
From: bdhall@ghg.net (Benjamin D. Hall) 

Subject: Re: R-390A Antenna Connector Help 

Message-ID: <334A5FFA.3648@ghg.net> 


Lawrence D. Wolken wrote: 


> Having finally gotten tired of the alligator clip constantly falling 
> off the paper clip on the back of the ol '390A at the twinax antenna 


Hi Larry and gang: 


The dual pin connector (balanced terminal) is a standard TwinAx 
connector. I bought one for $11 at my local parts emporium, don't pay 
$65! I made a little adapter cable that converts from the twinax to a 
BNC to plug into my antenna multicoupler, works good. 


However, many people beleive that the unbalanced, BNC-on-steroids 
connector (I forget the letter) is the better plug to use. My testing 
was inconclusive, as I'm on a really trashy antenna and QRM makes 
critical measurements like this inconclusive... I know you can spend 
big $$$ on a connector, but what I simply did was to take a flanged BNC 
jack (the kind with four mounting holes) and mount it to the back of the 
set by removing a bolt from the rear (taping it to the rear for later 
replacement!), replacing it with a stud, putting a spacer on the stud, 
and then mounting the BNC jack that way. A little peice of wire goes 
from the back of the BNC to the unbalanced BNC-on-steroids connector... 
Works pretty good... 


713% 

Ben 

Benjamin D. Hall, Houston Texas - Junque collector extraordinaire. 
E-mail: BDHall@GHG.net (home) -oxr- BHall@EMS.JSC.NASA.GOV 


From boatanchors@sco.theporch.com Tue Apr 8 14:48:26 1997 

From: Paul Bernhardt <bern@ppdu.nrl.navy.mil> 

Subject: Re: R-390A Antenna Connector Help 

Message-ID: <Pine.A32.3.91.970408120140 .32517A-100000@ppdu.nrl.navy.mil> 


Larry, 
A nice Twin-Ax to BNC connector can be constructed by soldering together 
a UG-102/U and a UG-290/U . This makes a compact adaptor package and I 


have available that you can use. Do you want to come over and pick it up? 
Paul Bernhardt 

5704 Ridge View Dr. 

Alexandria, VA 22310 


From boatanchors@sco.theporch.com Tue Apr 8 14:48:26 1997 

From: Paul Bernhardt <bern@ppdu.nrl.navy.mil> 

Subject: Re: R-390A Antenna Connector Help 

Message-ID: <Pine.A32.3.91.970408132908 .32370A-100000@ppdu.nrl.navy.mil> 


Larry, 

Sorry but I went and checked the adaptor that I have and it is fora 
different twin-ax plug. Please contact the other sources for the connector. 
Paul Bernhardt 


On Tue, 8 Apr 1997, Paul Bernhardt wrote: 


Larry, 

A nice Twin-Ax to BNC connector can be constructed by soldering together 
a UG-102/U and a UG-290/U . This makes a compact adaptor package and I 
have available that you can use. Do you want to come over and pick it up? 
Paul Bernhardt 
5704 Ridge View Dr. 
Alexandria, VA 22310 


VV VV VV VV V 


From boatanchors@sco.theporch.com Tue Apr 8 14:48:26 1997 
From: Walter Dail <dail@CEBAF.GOV> 

Subject: R-390A twin-ax connectors 

Message-ID: <1.5.4.32.19970408150534.0073d098@jlab.org> 


Hello All, 

Also in response for the twin-ax connector for the R-390A, 
MCM Electronics also carries them. The phone number is 1-800-543-4330. 
Part #CN-VTW10/100 $5.19 ea. 


Later, 
Walter Dail - KT4JA 


From boatanchors@sco.theporch.com Tue Apr 8 07:48:15 1997 
From: vigar@interport.net 
Subject: Repost: FS B&W 5100B 


Message-ID: <1.5.4.32.19970408035353 .006da51c@pop. interport.net> 


I have a friend (non BA subscriber) who asked me to post this for him. 
xxPlease Respond to Him, Not Mexx His E mail is included in the post. 


For Sale: B & W 5100B AM Transmitter. Unit is in excellent condition, 
no scrathes on front panel, all knobs, etc. Unit is from a operator 
who had a station in the sixtes with a AM rcvr. No SB adapter. 
$225.00. Plus shipping, from SE PA area. 

E-Mail Talgarth@ix.netcom.com 


Thanks, Gary 


BTW his name is also Gary. Thanks. 
Gary Gleicher, K2ZSZ 

242-01 Alameda Ave. 

Douglaston, NY 11363 

718-423-1906 (eves.) 


From boatanchors@sco.theporch.com Tue Apr 8 14:48:26 1997 
From: Michael Crestohl <mc@shore.net> 

Subject: RS-6 nomenclature question? 

Message-ID: <199704081609.MAA18562@northshore.shore.net> 


Hello Gang: 


I have been following the thread on the RS-6 nomenclature discussion with 
a lot of interest and a fair bit of disgust: 


From: Dennis R Starks <military-radio-guy@juno. com> 


>RS-6's are neither rare or extremely valuable,the norm for a nice set 
>being $125.00(I've had two donated to me).Anybody calling it a *SPY 
>RADIOx & tacking a $500.00 price tag on it ,is a rip off SOB with the 
>entent of sticking the public for the max . Untolled thousands of RS-6's 
>were givin to MARS memebers(this the source for every one of the 5 I 
>own)in the late 60's>early70's. 


I'd sure love to find another one if these "untolled thousands". 
Does that mean they're free? 


Well, try and find one or more important, any documentation on them, 


especially originals! And if they were so plentiful back then where are 
they all today? 


>The US Government does not give away thousands of *SPY RADIOS* to civilians. 


But they gave away crypto! The M-209 Converter is in fact a field model 

of the Hagelin machine used in WW-II and later. They are extremely hard to 
find these days - I have heard of specimens in the canvas bags with manual 
and M-210 Message Book, with tools, accessories, spare paper tape have 
fetched $1,800.00 at auction. In the Sixties, according to Dave Ross, he 
reported seeing them in surplus stores for $40.00. He's still looking for 
one. 


More from Dennis: 


>I do not have internet access,for years I've been pushed to particpate in 
>the Boat Anchors group. For the last several weeks Sheldon has been 
forwarding items to me(thanks). With every item forwarded me.I've been 
>appauld by the. SEEMS TO ME TO NOTHING MORE THAN A HUNTING GROUND FOR 
>GOLD DIGGING SOB'S. Any usefull info that might have been presented,has 
>been so polutted by the dis-info that it's pathetic. All this ina 
>strickly non-commercial invironment! 


Maybe its a good thing Dennis doesn't have List access. We're supposed 
to be "gentle folk" here and flaming is not allowed. I wonder if he 
has access to a remedial spelling course??? (Sorry, Jack - I know.... 
but couldn't resist. I'll go to my room now.) 


>As for non-commercial nature of Boat Anchors,& after seeing Mr Dilk's 
>(catalogue),who can any longer fool themselves into beleiving this. 


I am not very happy at reading this kind of statement and other mentioning 
of "gold-digging SOBs" on this list. I have met John Dilks at several 

ham flea markets and vintage radio shows. We don't collect the same things 
but what he offers for sale always appears good and fairly priced. 

John is much better known in the vintage radio hobby and is well respected. 
I would not characterize him as a "rip-off SOB". I wonder how it is that 
someone who is not a List memberbut reads limited forwarded List traffic 
can even attempt to judge the character of our List, let alone call one of 
our brethren a "rip-off SOB" without knowing him and attempting to embarass 
him. If Starks was a list subscriber you can bet that Jack would admonish 
his ass big-time for such a serious breech of List etiquette and decorum. 


A couple of years ago there were several RS-6 sets sold, some from postings 
on this list for $350.00 complete with many accessories. I have not read 

or heard any complaints. The folks were happy to get them. I saw RS-6 

sets being sold at Dayton by the Baranoskys for $250.00 and I sent some 

of my friends over who ran to get them. They are neat radio sets. Who knows 


what these were used for. What did the "Agency" have in its inventory at the 
time that did the same job? Given certain situations wouldn't it be more 
practical to have the covert radio set in multiple pieces. Its easier to 
smuggle four book-size boxes than a suitcase. Anys, is this Dennis Starks 
(call sign?) the almighty authority on these radios? 


From: don merz <71333.144@CompuServe.COM> 


>The RS-6, regradless of whether we call it a "Spy" radio or not, is a cute 
>little piece of history. They are easy to work on and fun to play with. The 
>neat little swing-out key has a certain appeal too. I don't think the radio 
>should be condemned for the category that it's placed in. 


I tend to mirror Don's sentiments. 


From: Paul Bock <bocks@erols.com> 

Dada lacdstenvtrenanals Is/was it really a piece of "spy gear," actually used by 
>clandestine agents in dicey foreign adventures a la James Bond? Only the 
>agencies know for sure, and they ain't talking. 


> Bottom line: Caveat emptor - and remember, the more someone claims 
>to know about how/when/where the agencies operate and what they really 
>use, the greater the liklihood that the speaker is full of - well, you 
>know. Those who xreally* know ain't talking nor will they, since the 
>sworn obligation to never divulge known classified information is a 
>*xlifetimex obligation and is independent of whether or not the individual 
>still holds a clearance. 


Also mirrors my thoughts. 

Perhaps we should call this stuff "covert" or "clandestine" radio equipment. 
73, 

Michael, W1RC 


mc@shore.net 


From boatanchors@sco.theporch.com Tue Apr 8 14:48:26 1997 
From: Ho4bart@aol.com 

Subject: Re: RS-6 Radio Sets 

Message-ID: <970408154254_ -33462115@emout06.mail.aol.com> 


In a message dated 97-04-08 05:59:16 EDT, sweetbay@CompuServe.COM (Andy 
Howard, WA4KCY) writes: 


<< 


>Though it is true ,this set did see service by both Special Forces (200 
>of them were surplused from Ft Brag,SC in 1960 & purchased for $10.00ea 
>by hams on the base),& The CIA. .Both these cases we must speculate ina 
>very limited/simi experimental capacity . 

>> 


the first one i am aware of hitting the surplus market was 1957. that 
seems to be a short career. 

of course, try repairing one in the field. or even changing tubes. 
hue miller 


From boatanchors@sco.theporch.com Tue Apr 8 14:48:26 1997 
From: Ho4bart@aol.com 

Subject: Re: RS-6 Worthwhile 

Message-ID: <970408153954_-501108455@emout10.mail.aol.com> 


In a message dated 97-04-08 05:57:34 EDT, 71333.144@CompuServe.COM (don merz) 
writes: 


<< The RS-6, regradless of whether we call it a "spy" radio or not, is a cute 
little piece of history. They are easy to work on and fun to play with. >> 


just remember to change out that first filter capacitor that 
is too close to the hot dropping resistor. i mean, before it 
bursts and spills oil all over. you might have to relocate the 
new cap to avoid this problem. 

hue miller 


From boatanchors@sco.theporch.com Tue Apr 8 14:48:26 1997 

From: Pete McCollum 08-Apr-1997 1039 -0600 <mccollum@ssdevo.ENET.dec.com> 
Subject: summarized RS-6 info (?) 

Message-ID: <9704081639.AA23184@us3xrmc.pa.dec.com> 


Gee, this RS-6 issue has turned out to be a 'lively' thread, eh? ;-) ;-) 
Since I am trying to become knowledgeable on this subject, I would like 
to summarize the major points for everybody that is interested: 


>From: BEN NOCK <106312.1035@compuserve.com> 
>It strikes me that while the RS-6 is a small set, 
>the words "Spy Set' leave a lot to be desired. 


[snip - Ben described several 'inconvenient' features of the RS-6 design] 


It's becoming clear that "Spy Set" is not the best choice of words (see 
more on this below). 


I agree with the things Ben points out. In my compiled notes on the subject, 
I wrote that the RS-6 is not very 'user-friendly': too many cords, wires, 
and procedures that the user must be aware of. 

Maybe others didn't like it either, so they found a way to 'fix' many 

of the problems - to wit: 

In Keith Melton's books, there is a picture of something called simply 

an "Attache Case Radio". Looking at the picture, you can see that it is 
really a re-packaged RS-6. That is, they took an RS-6 out of the cases, 

and mounted all the pieces under a single metal panel. Some of the controls 
appear to have had the knobs extended, so that they will reach the panel. 

A nearly full-sized key is there too, along with a meter that shows the 

AC line voltage (just like the RS-1's power supply has). 


>From: Sheldon Wheaton <swheaton@sky.net> 

>From: Dennis R Starks <military-radio-guy@juno.com> 

>The RS-6 (was originaly designed for & used use by the Stratigic Air 
>Command) ,& no other. In approx 1951,Suppliments to the manual Dated 1952 
>are indeed marked to that effect. 

>Though it is true ,this set did see service by both Special Forces (200 
>of them were surplused from Ft Brag,SC in 1960 & purchased for $10.00ea 
>by hams on the base),& The CIA. .Both these cases we must speculate ina 
>very limited/simi experimental capacity . 


I've chatted with Dennis several times, and he has given me a lot of good 
info on things that I'm interested in. He has certainly spent a lot more 
time researching the RS-6 than I have! 
However, my copy of the manual is not dated and does not mention SAC (or 
anybody else), and does not talk about the application of the radio. 
I also have a copy of the RS-6A manual, which is basically the same. 
SO, to combine what I think with what Dennis has learned, I would propose 
a theory something like this: The RS-6 was contracted for by CIA, but that 
it was xheavily used* or xadopted* by SAC; much like the RS-1 was adopted 
by Special Forces (and renamed GRC-109). It may even be that CIA didn't 
like it, and dropped it early on, then SAC picked it up (???). 
To me, it is too much of a coincidence that the RS-1 and RS-6 have so many 
things in common: 

- the RS- RR- RT- RP- nomenclature 

- the *manyx similarities in the electrical designs (outlined in my earlier 

post) 
- the "sterile" nature of the markings and the manuals: no dates, no 
companies or organizations mentioned, no "intended use" mentioned. 

Also, if SAC had developed it, wouldn't they have put standard military 
nomenclature on it? I don't know - I've never seen any other SAC hardware... 


>From: Paul & Sandra Bock <bocks@erols.com> 

>There is an unfortunate tendency to add the word "spy" as an 
>adjective in front of any piece of equipment used by, procured by, or 
>even suspected of having had any association with certain three-letter 


>government agencies. The only down side to this practice is that it 
>drives the price of a rather ordinary piece of hardware to 
>sometimes-ridiculous levels. 

> The CIA procures gobs of items of electronic equipment for use by 
>its own employees or for use by "friendly" overseas political groups. 
>Periodically the government chucks some types of this electronic foofaraw 
>(usually upgrading to more sophisticated foofaraw) and sometimes it ends 
>up as surplus. Is/was it really a piece of "spy gear," actually used by 
>clandestine agents in dicey foreign adventures a la James Bond? Only the 
>agencies know for sure, and they ain't talking. 


As Larry Ware said, this was a very 'sane' post... 

It is probably fair to say that most radios that were xreally*x used as 

"spy gear" have never returned to the U.S. For example: those guys that 
parachuted into Tibet with RS-1's almost certainly did x*not*x bring them 
back... Instead, they were probably smashed and buried somewhere. 

So, what most of us have is radios that are of the same model, but not 

actually xusedx by the spy-guys. 


I welcome any further thoughts on this interesting topic. 


Pete 


From boatanchors@sco.theporch.com Tue Apr 8 14:48:26 1997 
From: Jay Coward <jayc@hpcmrd42.sj.hp.com> 

Subject: T.0O. question 

Message-ID: <9704081811.AA20524@hpcmrd42.sj.hp.com> 


Greetings to the Group, 
I just received a nice copy of the alignment data 
for the Zenith T.0. 8GO05Y from A.G.Tannenbaum and 
there are two schematics for the three versions. 
The second schematic covers the 8C40T (Z1) and 
8C40T (Z2) chassis.It appears that the (Z2) has 
a "Special Weather Band" which extends the 49 meter 
band out to 7Mc. I looked for a reference to this in the 
Bryant- Cones book on T.0O.'s and couldn't find anything. 
Can anyone verify this?Does any list person have one? 
Mine is a (Z1) which has 49 meter coverage to about 
6.3 Mc. There are weather broadcasts around 6.8 Mc SSB, 
which are quite clear on my BC-348 in Ben Lomond CA. 
73 Jay 


From boatanchors@sco.theporch.com Tue Apr 8 07:48:15 1997 
From: Tom Norris <badger@telalink.net> 
Subject: Thanx all for 6ak6 help! ( now I have a dozen ) 


Message-ID: <3.0.1.32.19970407212122 .00723088@telalink.net> 


Well, now that I have found subs for the 6ak6's, I found a box 
of a dozen or so hiding at work. Asked if I could have them. 
They gave them to me. Probably well set for 390A audio tubes 
for a little while now. 


Thanks again all for the sub help! 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKA 
Tom Norris KA4RKT 
badger@telalink.net Nashville, Tennessee, USA 
Eagles may soar free and proud, but weasels 
never get sucked into jet engines. 
KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKA 


From boatanchors@sco.theporch.com Tue Apr 8 14:48:26 1997 
From: bill@skeeter.frco.com (William Hawkins) 

Subject: Twisted pair 

Message-ID: <9704081810.AA10567@skeeter.bvc.f£rco.com> 


A while ago, we were talking about twisted pair for the leads 
to a power switch. Not long after I hit the 'send' key (4D), 
I was unhappy with what I wrote. So I hit the books, looking 
for some facts. All I could find was some data on overhead 
wires, where they measure twists as crosses per mile. In the 
early days, the situation was kinda like Marconi and spark. 
Telegraph (and later, telephone) wire was run with one wire 
overhead and an earth return because there wasn't anybody 
else creating interference. As the poles grew crowded with 
lines, they discovered crosstalk (telegraph called it cross- 
fire). The remedy was a balanced, twisted pair. But it's 
hard to do more than one cross (half-twist) per pole. This 
is on a different scale from chucking a pair of wires in an 
electric drill and twisting them together, but the principle 
is the same. Two adjacent twisted pairs, carrying balanced 
current, will not interfere with each other. 


A twisted pair going to a single pole toggle switch carries 
the same current in each wire. The problem is the common mode 
voltage (120 VAC if you switch the hot wire). Twisting the 
hot and neutral together doesn't solve it either, if the 
neutral and ground are within a few volts of each other. You 
still have 60 VAC of common mode that will capacitively couple 
to anything adjacent. Now, if you put in two big caps from 


each line to chassis (equal caps) and float the chassis, the 
circuit will be balanced - but the chassis will be 60 volts 
above ground. If you like your chassis grounded, you'll have 
to run line voltage in shielded cable that is shielded well 
enough to kill the capacitive coupling. 


Regards, 
Bill Hawkins 


From boatanchors@sco.theporch.com Tue Apr 8 07:48:15 1997 
From: midshires@cix.compulink.co.uk (Andrew Emmerson) 
Subject: Wiring colour codes 

Message-ID: <memo.218814@cix.compulink.co.uk> 


To put Hank (and any others) out of their misery, the European (and now 
worldwide outside USA?) colour code is 


Brown -- live 
Blue -- neutral 
Green/Yellow striped -- earth/ground 


These colours were chosen carefully since (a) the striped wire is very 
distinctive and is arguably the most important, and (b) blue and brown 
are among the least easily colours to be confused by a colour-blind 
person. 


As for the American coding, we just remember the expression "Black Death" 
-- the Black Death was the plague of the 15th (?) century and Black will 
kill you most among these American wires! 


Here is a broader list... 


All colour code combinations are given in the order L, N, E: In other 
words 
line (live), neutral and earth (ground). 


The current general standard is Brown, Blue, Yellow/Green striped and this 
is mandatory in most European countries and on items intended for sale in 
those countries. 


Elsewhere in the world and also in Europe in previous times, these colour 
codings vary widely. The following combinations can be encountered. 
Again the order is L, N, E and the list is not intended to be exhaustive. 


Belgium: Red, yellow or blue, Grey, Black. 
Germany: Usually Grey, Black, Red. 
Great Britain: Red, Black, Green. 


Netherlands: Any colour but grey or red, Red, Grey. 


Russia: Red, Grey, Black. 
Switzerland: Red, Grey, Yellow or yellow/red. 
USA, Canada: Black, White, Green. (If you remember Black Death 


you won't go far wrong!). 


Under the American system, the black wire is known as the hot or 
ungrounded wire and goes to a brass terminal. The white wire (grounded in 
a two-wire system) has a plated terminal and is connected to the broader 
of the two flat pins of the plug. 


The foregoing should make it clear why a unified colour coding of wires 
was necessary. Green is by no means the obvious colour for earth either: 
before standard colours were adopted, earth was red in Austria, Finland, 
Germany, Norway, and Sweden; black in Belgium and Russia, grey in the 
Netherlands and Poland, yellow in Switzerland and green in Britain and 
North America. Three cheers for standardisation! 


Andy. 


From boatanchors@sco.theporch.com Tue Apr 8 07:48:15 1997 
From: midshires@cix.compulink.co.uk (Andrew Emmerson) 
Subject: Wiring colours, cont'd 

Message-ID: <memo.223558@cix.compulink.co.uk> 


> Not sure what they use for actual wiring in the walls 


We still use red and black! Red for Live, Black for Neutral and bare 
copper for Earth (Ground). 


Andy. 


From boatanchors@sco.theporch.com Tue Apr 8 07:48:15 1997 
From: midshires@cix.compulink.co.uk (Andrew Emmerson) 
Subject: Wiring, cont'd 

Message-ID: <memo.223563@cix.compulink.co.uk> 


>Also, since socket/plug wiring is still far from standardized in the 
UK, many appliances still come without a plug. 


Not any more they don't! It is now illegal to sell a consumer item 
without a plug already attached, which has led to a boom in the 
manufacture of moulded-on 13-amp plugs. 


The relatively small number of people still using round-pin plugs (mainly 
radially-wired 5 or 15 amp systems) have to cut these plugs off and 
attach their own variety. There are still a few installations with very 
unusual connectors; in one the live pin of the plug is a fuse. 


AE. 


From boatanchors@sco.theporch.com Tue Apr 8 14:48:26 1997 

From: Nathalie Guibert <nguibert@middletown.total.net> 

Subject: WS 29 Owners 

Message-ID: <1.5.4.16.19800103125522 .1e4£9c12@middletown.total.net> 


Bonjour (Hi) 

Any of you guys have a complete WS 29, just curious 
to know how a lonesome cowboy I am.( truly just a 
sodbuster from the Eastern Townships in Quebec) 

A Bientot 

Andre 


From boatanchors@sco.theporch.com Tue Apr 8 14:48:26 1997 

From: Nathalie Guibert <nguibert@middletown.total.net> 

Subject: WS 38 ( Marty) 

Message-ID: <1.5.4.16.19800103132805 .1e4ffa02@middletown.total.net> 


>To: marty@aa4rm.radio.org 
>From: Nathalie Guibert <nguibert@middletown.total.net> 
>Subject: WS 38 


Marty 

The WS 38 consist of 3 units, the TR/RX, the 
combined P/S audio output, the batt. pack. 

you more than likely have the TR/RX unit. 

Worn by infantrymen chest high, short distance 
liaison,with armored vehicules or forward radio 
command posts 

It is British made. 

Ben is the autority on the subject. 

I have the model that was used in the armored vehicules, 
hooked up to the WS 19 for retransmitting purposes. 
Regards 

Andre Guibert 


VV VV VV VV VV VV VV 


PS Could not get through your e mail 


VV VV 


From boatanchors@sco.theporch.com Tue Apr 8 07:48:15 1997 
From: Ed Tanton <n4xy@avana.net> 

Subject: Re: WTB: Small RTTY Machine 

Message-ID: <3.0.1.32.19970407194601 . 009ad390@tiger.avana.net> 


At 08:18 PM 4/7/97 GMT, rsolomon@tsd.textron.com wrote: 

> Looking for a small RTTY machine to mate with my R-392/CV-278 

> combination. I think that Kleinschmidt may have made something 
> in the past. Do not want to get involved with those mechanical 
> monsters (Model 15, 28, etc) Been there, Done that. Any help/ 

> thoughts/ideas ?? Tnx es 73 de Dick, W1KSZ. 

> 

/ 


//snip 


Hi Dick... an ideal machine for you might me the Kleinschmidt TT-4B. I have 
one of these that I got from MARS years ago (straight from Depot-level 
Refurb) and it would very likely be just the thing for you. It has a 
smaller footprint than an old Selectric typewriter-but is about 14-16 
inches high. Mine is not for sale, but I thought I would tell you about it 
Since it perfectly fits your criteria. 

72/73 


Ed Tanton N4XY EMAIL: n4xy@avana.net TEL: (770)579-3933 V/MBX/FAX 
189 Pioneer Trail 
Marietta, GA 30068-3466 


QRP -ARCT#7663 G-QRP#6779 OK-QRP#172 QRP - L#758 AdvRC#140 
NORCAL#1779 NCDXF SEDXC 


Life Member: ARRL AMSAT IDRA INDEXA QCWA 
URL: Coming Sooner or Later 


INTERESTS: DX QRP BoatAnchors Test Equipment Photography 

"Think you can, think you can't: either way you're right!" Henry Ford 
From boatanchors@sco.theporch.com Tue Apr 8 14:48:26 1997 

From: gc@cen.com (Gary Chatters) 


Subject: Re: WTB: Small RTTY Machine 
Message-ID: <9704081358 . AAQ4704@cen. com> 


Looking for a small RTTY machine to mate with my R-392/CV-278 

combination. I think that Kleinschmidt may have made something 
in the past. Do not want to get involved with those mechanical 
monsters (Model 15, 28, etc) Been there, Done that. Any help/ 

thoughts/ideas ?? Tnx es 73 de Dick, W1KSZ. 


VV VV VV 


Well, here is one idea: Look for a MITE. These machines are really small. 
The paper roll takes up a third of the space inside the machine. 

I have a very dirty one that will take quite a bit of work to get going. 
Someone was advertizing a couple of them for sale on rec.radio.swap 
recently. My inquiry about price brought no reply. Maybe I'll try again. 


If you have a chance to get one (or any teleprinter machine) check to 
see what speed it is set up for. The MITE includes gears for multile 
speeds, but some may be missing. 


13% 


Gary 


